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[image: image1]DATE: Sunday, March 7, 2010 
TIME: 3:00 pm 
LOCATION: Arlington Central Library Auditorium, 1015 North Quincy Street, Arlington, Virginia
EVENT: Lecture by Amy Rispin, Tim Hays, Pat Reilly 
SUBJECT:  Turkish Rugs in Transylvania 

Transylvanian Lutheran churches are a rich repository of classic Turkish rugs dating to the period under the Ottoman empire when Transylvania was a vassal state and had a special trading relationship with Turkey.  Extensive trading and customs records dating to the 15th century provide ample evidence of the extent and nature of trade in Oriental goods in this region.  Turkish rugs made their way into the Balkans and Europe as well during this period but have disappeared after much hard use.  However, the  Transylvanian Lutheran churches used Turkish rugs as non-denominational decorations and hung them on walls and pews, and through the centuries, have been especially protective of these valuable possessions.   A survey will be presented of rug types, and description of the fortified Lutheran churches in the Saxon Siebenburgen of Transylvania will be provided, along with a travelogue of present-day Transylvania and a surprise meeting with the president of modern-day Romania.

Timothy (Tim) Hays has collected rugs and textiles casually since 1990. His primary interests are in Afghan and Central Asian rugs and flat weaves, and in the textiles of Southeastern Europe.  A resident of Alexandria, Virginia, Tim is a Senior Advisor with the Department of Defense where he has worked for the past 28 years.  His most recent assignment prior to returning to the Washington DC area was at the US Embassy in Berlin, Germany where he served as an agency representative. He holds an undergraduate degree and did graduate work in Earth and Planetary Sciences from Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. Tim also did advanced graduate studies in International Security, and has a Masters of Public Administration. 

Amy and Pat are docents at the Textile Museum. 

Directions to Arlington Central Library:
Starting at Key Bridge going into Virginia: 
1. Head south on Francis Scott Key Bridge into Virginia 
2. Turn right on Lee Highway (just past the Marriott Hotel). Go 2 miles along Lee Highway. 
3. Turn left onto N Quincy St (by Honda dealer). Go 1 mile. 
4. The Arlington Central Library is at left, at 1015 N Quincy St.

There is free parking both above and below ground on the left, just as you approach the library. There is also a larger free parking lot above ground next to the library if you turn left at 10th Street N.
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